Communication Key to Emergency Response
By Gov. Dave Heineman

Dear Friends and Fellow Nebraskans:

This past week | had a chance to celebrate the first fruits of cooperative efforts
that a group of dedicated Nebraskans began while | was serving as Lieutenant
Governor and also as our state's first Director of Homeland Security.

Nebraska's decision to work with local units of government and first responders
to spend federal Homeland Security money on communications equipment will
allow our police, fire and rescue agencies to communicate with one another
during a crisis.

The celebration | joined in Kearney last week marked the official advancement of
the Central Nebraska Region for Interoperability (CNRI). CNRI is an expanding
organization of 10 counties in central Nebraska that has worked together to
communicate.

What most Nebraskans might not know is that the same communications
problems that kept New York City's police and fire departments from being able
to share information during the response to Sept. 11, 2001, is a problem
nationwide.

Despite some notable exceptions — many agencies in Douglas County, Lancaster
County and the Panhandle can communicate with one another, although not all —
interoperable communication remains a goal and not a reality in most places.

Until technological improvements in recent years, interoperable communications
systems would have required the expensive replacement of nearly every piece of
radio equipment that Nebraska's first responders carry.

Thank goodness for continued innovation. The same technology that allows

Nebraskans to make telephone calls over the Internet also allows the varied

radio systems to be patched for emergency communications across different
bands and brands.

| am oversimplifying the process, but this new technology will allow first
responders and local governments to use their existing radio networks and
dispatch equipment while enhancing their ability to speak across city, county and
jurisdictional lines.

Events like the Oklahoma City bombing, Columbine, Sept. 11 and Katrina have
taught us that large-scale emergencies will tax not only the affected jurisdictions,
but all available emergency response resources. No one agency has the tools,
people, and resources needed to address a major tragedy. Therefore,



cooperation and interoperable communications are keys to an effective
emergency response.

As our state approached these communication challenges, Nebraskans realized
that the difficulties of integrating our public safety wireless communications had
more to do with governance and management than technology.

The state has adopted a regional planning approach for creating, then integrating
these hub radio systems like the CNRI, and that approach will serve as a
foundation for our ultimate and achievable goal: truly interoperable statewide
communications.

My budget includes funding to upgrade the communications capabilities of the
Nebraska State Patrol, the Game and Parks Commission's Law Enforcement
officers and the radios of the State Fire Marshal's Office. This communications
initiative will ultimately form the backbone of our efforts to connect the regions
and integrate our statewide efforts.

The state is coordinating with every region to improve communications
capabilities and to assist them in their efforts to work with neighboring regions.
State oversight and planning is ensuring that communications systems are
functional and sustainable.

One day soon, a police officer in North Platte will be able to communicate with a
regional trooper from the Nebraska State Patrol, as well as with police agencies
in Nebraska communities like Scottsbluff, Holdrege, Grand Island and Lincoln.

Establishing such a system is cost effective, serves the interests of first-
responders and protects Nebraskans.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


